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The Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida is a nonprofit organization that seeks to protect our outstanding animals and plants and the lands and waters they need to survive.

A SOMEWHAT BETTER  
YEAR FOR MANATEES  

It’s been brighter for manatees so far this year. Two 
winters ago, severe seagrass loss in the Indian River 
Lagoon caused widespread starvation among the several 
thousand manatees that winter in the 150-mile-long 
estuary. Hundreds died, prompting an emergency  
feeding effort this past winter. By the time manatees 

began leaving the Lagoon at the end of March, our Foundation had bought 
200,000 pounds of romaine lettuce—12.6 million calories worth—that state 
wildlife biologists fed manatees near the Cape Canaveral Clean Energy Center. 
More than 1,300 people in 49 states and 5 countries contributed to the lettuce 
fundraising effort, and we thank you all.

Through September 9th, 689 manatees have died this year statewide versus  
942 to this date in 2021. Although significantly lower than last year, we’re still 
above the normal range of 380 to 500 manatee deaths for this point in the year. 
While difficult to prove, biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) believe the supplemental feeding saved the lives of many 
manatees. As many as 830 manatees were being fed daily at the height of winter.

FWC and its private partners have also expanded their capacity to rescue and 
rehabilitate injured or malnourished manatees. In July we made $35,000 gifts to 
ZooTampa at Lowry Park and the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens to support their 
manatee rehab work, thanks to a $103,616 gift from donors to Greater Good 
Charities, based in Seattle, Washington. Meanwhile, Florida Power & Light and 
the NextEra Energy Foundation contributed $125,000 to our Foundation for a 
new climate-controlled FWC manatee rescue truck. Ferman Automotive Group  
of Tampa, thanks to Foundation Board member Preston Farrior, wrapped the 
truck pro bono with educational signage just days before its first middle-of-the-
night rescue. 

Most donations, however, have been for the restoration of aquatic vegetation 
on which manatees and many other coastal creatures depend. Karen and Rob 
Hale made a $1 million gift via their Fox Rock Foundation for restoration after 
reading about the manatees’ plight. The Hales also made a $1 million gift to the 
Save-the-Manatee Club. 

“Our family feels called to manatee conservation not 
only because manatees are intelligent, curious creatures, 
but also because of the critical role they play in aquatic 
ecosystems,” said Karen Hale.  
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“We were proud to partner with both of these incredible 
organizations that are working tirelessly to protect 
manatees and improve the health of our oceans and  
other waterways,” she said.

ONE PLANT AT A TIME
We’ve begun investing these generous gifts in 10 eel and seagrass restoration 
sites within the Lagoon where the water quality is high, in partnership with 
FWC, the St. Johns River Water Management District, and seagrass restoration 
companies Sea & Shoreline and Aquatech. Sixty thousand eelgrass seedlings 
were planted this spring in the Loxahatchee River, which feeds into the Lagoon. 
Plants are protected initially by cages to allow them to take root and send out 
runners; one plant can spread up to seven feet in all directions in one year. 
Seagrasses support the entire ecosystem. “Two-and-a-half acres of seagrass 
can support as many as 100,000 fish and 100 million invertebrates, in addition 
to providing manatees with a crucial food source,” said Foundation Board Chair 
Carlos Alfonso. 

In addition to the Hales, funding has come from Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s 
Outdoor Fund, the Coastal Conservation Association, the Coypu Foundation, the 
Arthur L. & Elaine V. Johnson Foundation, Mr. Daniel Maltz, Garner and Connie 
Koons, Informa Markets, the Nancy P. and Richard K. Robbins Foundation, and 
many others. 

Continued on pg. 2

Andrew Walker,  
President & CEO

Manatees
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A Somewhat Better Year for Manatees continued 
 
WHAT’S NEXT?
At the time of this writing, a decision has not been made about feeding manatees 
in the Indian River Lagoon again this winter. One is expected soon. If FWC and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) move forward with another supplemental 
feeding, we hope to help more manatees sooner, which would require substantially 
more than the 200,000 pounds of lettuce we purchased last year. We have begun 
talking with lettuce growers about locking in the best possible prices should the 
project be greenlit.

Habitat restoration will continue, with October through February being the ideal 
eel—and seagrass—planting season. We’re also exploring two ways—one 
technological, the other economic—of taking restoration to a much greater scale. 
We hope to say more about those in early 2023.

But in the meantime, If you’re out and about, there’s one more way to support 
manatees: World of Beer Bar & Kitchen, thanks to Foundation Board member 
Paul Avery, has made beer drinking for manatee conservation a reality. One dollar 
from every purchase of their Secret Llama Oh The Hu-Manatee! Imperial Hazy IPA 
at select locations will be donated to our Foundation to help us plant seagrass.  
We can personally attest that it’s delicious. As always, thank you for everything 
you do for us and conservation.

Andrew Walker,  
President & CEO

BRAND NEW CORAL BABIES
The 2,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art Florida Coral Rescue Center (FCRC) 
in Orlando is the largest holder of rescued Florida corals in the world. It is now 
also the proud home to new rough cactus, grooved brain, and spiny flower 
corals. Their reproduction, known as larval release, happened in the spring and 
again in late summer. The rough cactus coral babies were the first documented 
occurrence of this threatened species propagating in human care. 

Rough cactus corals are brooders, which means the embryos fertilize within 
the coral colony and are released as swimming larvae. Within a few days after 
release from the parent colony, the larvae settle down onto hard surfaces like the 
small tiles FCRC aquarists placed near them in their nursery pools, where they 
attached and began growing into corals. 20 are currently growing in the facility, 
which is providing caretakers with valuable lessons for future spawnings. Sadly 
no grooved brain corals settled and began growing, but the spiny flower corals 
have already begun to settle and grow.

Our Foundation, Disney Conservation, and the Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
(AZA) provide funding, while SeaWorld manages FCRC, its team of aquarists 
providing care for rescued Florida corals and advancing the science of coral care. 
FCRC has 18 species of coral from Florida’s Coral Reef, including species listed 
as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. These corals are expected to 
be part of a large-scale breeding effort and produce offspring that will be used  
to eventually restore the reef. Today, the FCRC has around 700 corals in its care. 
And these corals are thriving, growing, and breeding, causing the need for  
more space. 

“These offspring are very important to the future of this 
threatened species and to the health of our oceans,”  
said Jim Kinsler, Aquarium Manager at SeaWorld Orlando.

“Our team of experts understands that the work we are doing is critical to 
protecting an entire ecosystem and by ensuring these corals survive and grow to 
become a part of a healthy and abundant population, future generations of ocean 
enthusiasts will be able to enjoy them when visiting Florida’s Coral Reef,” he said.

“Many of Florida’s coral species had never been managed in captivity before.
Learning what optimum care is for a species you know little about presented a 
challenge for the team. They have excelled at that challenge,” said Beth Firchau, 
AZA’s Florida Reef Tract Rescue Project Coordinator. 

All 18 species at FCRC are affected by stony coral tissue loss disease in the 
wild, prompting their rescue from the Keys by FWC in 2019 and 2020 ahead of 
the disease spread. Each week team members share lessons learned with coral 
caregivers across the country. The team is shaping the future of these corals and 
supporting the advancement of coral science.
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IF EARS COULD TALK
Meet Florida panther FP263, or as researchers affectionately call him, No Ears. 
FP263 was first spotted in 2018 by trail cameras along the Cypress Dome Trails 
in Collier County. He was dubbed “No Ears” by a volunteer due to his ears having 
been mangled, likely fighting with other male panthers. Young males will search 
for their own territories after leaving their family units, but due to habitat loss and 
fragmentation, it is not uncommon for males to fight over territory.

FWC panther veterinarian Hollis Stewart 
checks a tranquilized FP263’s vital signs. 
He was radio-collared and released shortly 
after this photo was taken.

In the meantime, you can support 
panthers via a donation, including 
us in your estate planning, or by 
“adopting” one of our plush Florida 
panthers for a child—or yourself! 

While most of our very small panther population is limited to southwest Florida, 
males range widely and have been documented much further north. One male 
Florida panther was tragically shot in 2008 in western Georgia.

Believed to be eight years old and still ruling his territory, No Ears was recently 
radio-collared by FWC’s panther research team, which performed a full veterinary 
physical exam and infectious disease screening. Biologists also measured him 
and collected hair and skin samples for genetic testing. 

Studying an individual animal’s health and genetics 
helps assess the entire population, which has a current 
population of 120-230 panthers. To be considered “fully 
recovered” under the Endangered Species act, three stable 
populations of at least 240 panthers each must exist.

Our Foundation has for many years been a principal funder of Florida panther 
conservation and most recently received $500,000 for panthers from Garner 
and Connie Koons. The Knopf Family Foundation has been one of our most 
generous and dedicated panther donors. In the coming months, we'll share news  
about the next big step in panther recovery.  

LEA
VE A

 WILD LEGACY

SUPPORT FLORIDA CONSERVATIO
N

• •

It is the most personal and thoughtful gift of all: a commitment to ensuring 
Florida remains a place of outstanding natural beauty and diversity for 
generations to come. Leave a wild legacy by naming the Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation of Florida in your estate plans through a will, trust, prepaid 
life insurance policy, or other estate planning vehicles. And thanks to our 
partnership with FreeWill, estate planning has never been easier! FreeWill 
is a free, online will-writing tool that guides you through the process  
of creating your will and legacy in 20 minutes or less.

For more information about  
leaving a wild legacy, please  

visit wildlifeflorida.org. 
All inquiries will be kept confidential. 
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MEET THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF FLORIDA 
CONSERVATIONISTS
Amelia
Instilling a love for wild Florida in the next generation is crucial to conservation. 
Luckily, we have Amelia of Naples as a model. A student and quite possibly  
our youngest donor, Amelia was compelled by her love of the Florida burrowing 
owl to donate $5 to our Conserving Florida Wildlife fund. 

“I was looking up Florida’s endangered and threatened 
creatures and found out about the Florida burrowing owl,” 
Amelia scrawled in pencil in a handwritten letter. “I want to 
help you save them.”

The Florida burrowing owl lives most of its life on the ground in and around their 
burrows, hence the name. They can be found throughout the Florida peninsula. 
Much of their habitat of open prairies and scrublands has given way to highways 
and development, and the owl is now considered a threatened species in Florida.  
“I think owls are really cool,” Amelia wrote. We agree and think her drawing of  
two burrowing owls rivals any textbook illustration. 

Holly
If it was not for nine-year-old Holly’s grandparents enacting a “no television” rule 
one afternoon, she may not have gotten the chance to draw and design a flyer to 
fundraise for Florida’s manatees.

An ambitious third-grader at Boyette Springs Elementary School in Riverview, FL, 
Holly set up a donation bucket in her classroom in hopes of collecting her friends’ 
spare lunch money to help feed manatees in the Indian River Lagoon. Holly loves 
all animals but thought manatees seem particularly vulnerable. She decided she 
wanted to be a helpful human like the characters in Suzanne Tate’s nature books 
for children. In no time, the small donation bucket had gathered $14.  
 
“I didn’t know Holly had set it up in the class until her 
teacher let me know,” said Holly’s mom Julianne. “I was so 
proud of her.” The generous donation will be used to help 
restore eelgrass in the Indian River Lagoon, replenishing 
the manatee’s food source.  

Holly followed her impromptu fundraiser with a school report on Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef before leaving school for summer break, which we’re sure was filled 
with many marine activities.
 

West Towson Elementary
Towson, Maryland may be almost 1,000 miles from the Indian River Lagoon, but 
that didn’t stop a group of dedicated fourth-grade students from helping Florida’s 
official state marine mammal. Ms. Mohr of West Towson Elementary School in 
the small town outside of Baltimore asked her students to research a social issue 
and write opinion paragraphs on their selected topic. Many students chose to 
research Florida’s manatees but took their projects one step further. “When the 
students learned that the manatees [in the Indian River Lagoon] were starving, 
they wanted to raise money to help,” said Mohr. And they did: $468.37 was raised 
to replant eelgrass in the Lagoon, which will provide food for manatees and 
improve water quality in the Lagoon for hundreds of other species. 

Suncoast Youth Conservation Center
FWC’s Florida Youth Conservation Centers Network is also creating the next 
generation of Florida conservationists through outdoor exploration. At Suncoast 
Youth Conservation Center in Apollo Beach, young anglers continuously hook 
fish from the pier spanning the campus’s five-acre brackish pond; the wheelchair-
accessible boardwalk and pier were completed in 2019 thanks to Foundation 
support. Each of the 74 campers in June 2022’s saltwater fish camp caught 
a fish, with redfish dominating the first week. “Creating the next generation of 
fish and fishing enthusiasts is what we do,” said Dr. Kathy Guindon, the Camp 
Director. Except for two “experts,” fishing knowledge among the youngest 
campers increased by 35% on average, and campers left with a fishing rod, reel, 
and tackle box full of basic tackle to bring their new skills, confidence, and love  
of wild Florida home. 

“We are humbled and honored by the commitment and 
generosity of these young conservationsists and outdoor 
enthusiasts,” said Andrew Walker, Foundation President & 
CEO. “It gives me hope not only for the next generation but 
the future of wild Florida.” 

Amelia
Holly

West Townson Elementary

Suncoast Youth 
Conservation Center
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LITTLE BIRD, BIG MILESTONE
It was not the most dramatic animal release of all time—no one played “Born 
Free”—but it was a milestone nonetheless for North America’s most endangered 
bird. On June 1st, the 501st Florida grasshopper sparrow was released into the 
central Florida wilds with 12 friends, sparrows 502 to 513.

Once common throughout the dry prairies of central Florida, the Florida 
grasshopper sparrow began disappearing in the late 20th century as humans 
took over more and more of its habitat. By 2018, the situation was dire:  
only 30 nesting pairs remained. That’s when the Service, FWC, White Oak 
Conservation, and our Foundation launched a conservation breeding  
program while stepping up restoration of its prairie habitat. 

The first release of sparrows bred at White Oak Conservation took place in  
May 2019, and the wild Florida grasshopper sparrow population has slowly 
increased since then. A year following, biologists found released birds 
successfully pairing and breeding with the remaining wild sparrows.  
Two-thirds of all successful nests, in fact, had at least one captive-reared  
parent. The sparrow population has increased 140 percent at the release  
site since 2019.

“Along with other important conservation measures, such as habitat management 
and nest protection from predators, the conservation breeding and release 
program has had a clear impact on the grasshopper sparrow population at  
the release site,” said Juan Oteyza, FWC’s lead sparrow biologist. “We are 
delighted with these results, which are an important step in saving this critically 
endangered bird.”

Our Foundation has funded the conservation of the Florida grasshopper sparrow 
for the past ten years via grants from the Service, donations from many private 

donors, and proceeds from our Conserve Wildlife specialty license plate. The 
program has grown in recent years with the addition of breeding centers at the  
Avian Preservation and Education Conservancy and Brevard Zoo. The Welaka 
National Fish Hatchery has also provided space and logistical support, essentially 
serving as a staging location for birds on their way to be released into the wild. 
In 2021 99 sparrows from these partners were released at a second site, where 
biologists have seen similar successful results.

“We are excited about the progress the program has been making over the  
last few years,” said Mary Peterson, endangered species recovery biologist  
for the Service. 

“Many of the lessons learned with the Florida grasshopper 
sparrow could be applied to other imperiled birds, including 
Florida’s endangered Cape Sable seaside sparrow,” she said.

Last year, we worked with the University of Florida and Ducks Unlimited to preserve 
27,000 acres near release sites, a gift of land from the DeLuca family. This has 
brought 6,000 additional acres of prairie habitat containing a small sparrow colony 
into conservation ownership. “This was a once-a-generation gift of land,” said 
Foundation President & CEO Andrew Walker. “We will work with our partners to 
improve this habitat and grow this population of sparrows.”

Florida Grasshopper Sparrow

Like fishing, hunting is for early risers—those who find contentment and 
peace in getting out into nature early. But that’s not all you’ll find in wild 
Florida. From the Panhandle to the Everglades, Florida has some of the 
most accessible and affordable public hunting lands in the country. Six 
million bountiful and beautiful acres are closer than you think. So if you’re 
already an early riser, rise to the exciting challenge of hunting today.

wildl i fe f lor ida.org/world-wake 

WATCH THE  
WORLD WAKE UP.
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Hammerhead Shark Society  
($100,000+)
• The Aloysius F. Harter Family Trust
• Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s Outdoor Fund         
• Greater Good Charities
• Mrs. Karen & Mr. Robert Hale via The Fox  
 Rock Foundation
• Informa Markets  
• Mrs. Connie & Mr. Garner Koons
• The NextEra Energy Foundation, Inc. & Florida  
 Power & Light
• Sea & Shoreline, LLC
• Mrs. Daphne & Mr. C. Martin Wood III

Florida Black Bear Crew ($50,000-$99,999)
• Mrs. Jennifer & Mr. Lowry Baldwin
• The Barco Family Foundation  
• Contender Boats  
• Mrs. & Mr. Richard A. Corbett
• The Coypu Foundation  
• Mr. Daniel Maltz via The Jewish Federation  
 of Cleveland

Manatee League ($25,000-$49,999)
• The Arthur L. and Elaine V. Johnson Foundation  
• The Knopf Family Foundation  
• Mrs. Angela & Mr. John Lacy
• Ocean Properties  
• Mr. Richard K. Robbins
 
Florida Panther Partner ($10,000-$24,999)
• Mr. Carlos Alfonso
• Anonymous via The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust   
• Former FWC Commissioner Ron “Alligator” Bergeron
• Mrs. Margaret & Mr. Marc Bergeron
• Mrs. Barbara Birdsey
• Mr. Ignacio Borbolla
• The Edelweiss Foundation  
• Mrs. Laura & Mr. Preston Farrior
• The Jane Smith Turner Foundation  
• Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel  
• The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc  
• The National Recreation Foundation  
• Ocean Reef Conservation Association, Inc.  
• Mrs. Soozi & Mr. Jerry Pate
• The Shoemaker Family Giving Fund  
• World of Beer Bar & Kitchen  

Alligator Ambassador ($5,000-$9,999)
• Mrs. Suzanne & Mr. Paul Avery
• Ms. Heather Baginski
• Mr. Tucker Frederickson
• Mr. Herbert Frerking
• Ms. Connie Parker
• Mrs. & Mr. John Pope
• Mr. Adam Putnam
• Mrs. Donna “Boo” & Mr. Cody Rawson
• Mrs. Laura & Mr. Byron Russell
• Mr. Richard Schwartz
• The Southern Group  
• Mr. Stephen Swindal
• Ms. N. Jean Trammell
 
Tarpon School ($1,000-$4,999)
• Siena G. Alpert & Mr. Stephen Douglas Youngkin
• Ms. Jason Asplundh
• Braunstein Family Charitable Fund  
• Mrs. Michelle & Mr. Bill Cita
• Coastal Conservation Association  
• Ms. Jenny Cordina
• Mr. Steve Crisafulli
• Ms. D. DeSantis
• Ms. Cynthia H. Drollinger
• Edison National Bank and Bank of the Islands  
• Element Solutions Foundation Inc.  
• Mr. George Ferris
• Ms. Kari Floren
• Ms. Lisa Gianfrancesco
• Mr. Raymond Graziotto
• Ms. Elizabeth & Mr. Russell Haraf
• Ms. Nancy Hayden
• Ms. Karen Hibbert
• Ms. Pamela Hoffman
• Mr. Joshua Kellam
• Mr. Tom Kibler
• Mr. John Lipinski
• Mr. James Marcus
• Mr. James Muhl
• The Nature Conservancy  
• Ms. Ann Marie Ogden
• Ms. Andrea Phipps
• Mrs. Cynthia Rayner
• Mr. Stephen Renfroe
• Mrs. Meagan Rodriguez
• Santa Fe College  

• Mr. John Salvino
• The Shauna and Jim Muhl Giving Fund  
• Mrs. Aleta & Mr. Geoffrey Smith
• Talquin Electric Cooperative  
• Ms. Linda Torres
• Ms. Debra Warner
• Ms. Katherine Weir
• Mrs. Susan & Mr. David Welch
• Ms. Linda Willis
• Dr. Stephen Wilson

Osceola Turkey ($500-$999)
• Ms. Judy Barnes
• Ms. Mary Bear
• Ms. Alyse Bentz
• Ms. Alexandra Brennan*
• Mrs. Kathleen Byrd*
• Ms. Jane Carollo
• Ms. Geraldine Carollo
• Ms. Deborah Daccord
• Mr. David Dal Pos
• Ms. Carol Day
• Ms. Melisa Degen
• Mr. Robert Doyle*
• Mrs. Lisa Farley
• Mr. Christopher Finseth*
• Ms. Dana Garcia
• Ms. Cathy Giordano
• Mr. S. R. Gordon
• Mrs. Julia Greifeld
• Ms. Tara Hottenstein*
• Mr. Dennis Jenkins
• Mrs. Elaine Langone
• Ms. Elizabeth Levitan Levitan*
• Mr. Walter McCown
• Ms. Jane W. Miller
• Ms. Laura Monteith
• Mr. Peter Neidecker
• Ms. Lisa Schwarz*
• Ms. LM Selario
• Ms. Randi Simons
• Mr. Kenneth Smith
• Mr. Lawrence Travers
• Ms. Melanie Turner
• Mr. Andrew Walker
• Ms. Catherine Walter*
• Ms. Beverly Young

Gopher Tortoise ($250-$499)
• Mr. Jason Allen
• Mr. Borden J. Austin*
• Dr. Ania-Ariadna Baetica*
• Ms. Peggy Bassford
• Ms. Kendal Bell*
• Ms. Cathrine Bender
• Mrs. Ruth A. & Mr. Robert E. Benker
• Mr. Barry Blexberg
• Dr. Catherine Bodnar*
• Ms. Kayla Brady*
• Mr. Jerry Camera*
• Ms. Nancy Cannon*
• Ms. Stephanie Chiarello*
• CL Propst & TJ Perun Charitable Giving Fund  
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DONORS
THANK YOU TO ALL THE INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO DONATED  
FROM JANUARY 1, 2022 THROUGH THE END OF AUGUST TO HELP US ACHIEVE OUR IMPACT.

MAKING A TRANSFORMATIONAL IMPACT ON WILD FLORIDA
This spring the St. Petersburg-based couple Garner and Connie Koons made a transformational 
gift to our Foundation, helping fund a diversity of projects. Starting with a donation for Indian 
River Lagoon habitat restoration, the Koons are also supporting the creation of artificial reefs, 
panther research, FWC Law Enforcement, FYCCN camps, and so much more. Their generosity 
is going to impact wild Florida for future generations, and we are grateful they trusted us to 
partner with them. 

• Ms. Jennifer Clifton
• Mr. Jack Delaney
• Ms. Jennifer Dove
• Mr. Clifford Dukes
• Ms. Jan Emerson
• Ms. Dianne Fleming*
• Mrs. Kay Gustin
• Mr. Roger Hayes
• Ms. Mary-Beth Heisner*
• Ms. Kimberly Hellekson
• Ms. Sandra Jarmuth*
• Mr. Tom Jennus
• Ms. Jennifer Joson
• Mr. John Kemper
• Mr. Jeffery Kubas
• Ms. Janet Lapham
• Mr. Chad Lee
• Ms. Lorraine W Lewis
• Ms. Anne S. Li
• Mr. Arthur Lyman*
• Ms. Crista Lyn*
• Mr. Richard Mahle*
• Mrs. Jane Marquet*
• Mr. Rubin McGuire
• Ms. Joan McKniff*
• Mr. Tyler Means
• Ms. Mary Meade*
• Dr. Nina-Jo Moore
• Mr. Adit Naik
• Dr. Joanne C. Nelson*
• Mr. Dennis Nielsen
• Mrs. & Mr. David Nolf
• Mr. Todd Ochsner*
• Ms. Janicelle Odrunia*
• Ms. Nabilla Porbandarwalla
• Ms. Geraldine Ramirez & Mr. Conner Donelson
• Mr. John Rennirt*
• Mr. Richard Richardson
• Ms. Allison Rouse*
• Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Rubin
• Ms. Surbhi Sarna*
• Ms. Debra Snyder
• Ms. Pamela Spurrell*
• Mr. Eric Sutton
• Mrs. & Mr. Richard Thivierge
• Mrs. Julie & Mr. Dan Tiede
• Ms. Christine Torres
• Mr. Todd Totin*
• Ms. Blaire Tritle*
• Ms. Jennifer Ulmer
• Ms. Patricia Welles
• West Townson Elementary School  
• Mr. Barry White
• Ms. Carl Wickman
• Mr. James Young

Florida Bonneted Bat ($100-$249)
• Anonymous  
• Mr. Harris Abramson
• Ms. Patricia Adams
• Ms. Robert Alfonso
• Mr. Jesse Algood
• Ms. Gretchen Angelo
• Mr. Steve Argubright
• Ms. Christie Artura-Vargas
• Ms. Emily Asay
• Ms. Michelle Ashton
• Ms. Christine Aster
• Mrs. Joanna Auiler*
• Ms. Beverly Babott*
• Ms. Donna Ballard
• Mrs. Wanda K. Barber
• Ms. Deborah Barker
• Ms. Emily Bary
• Ms. Jane Bary

• Ms. Deborah Batten
• Ms. Nike Beaubier
• Ms. Julie Beechem
• Ms. Roger Begelman
• Mr. Jamar Belcher
• Ms. Cassandra Bell
• Ms. Kendal Bell
• Mr. Arturo Benitez
• Ms. Courtney Bennett Wilke
• Ms. Tara Bernstein
• Ms. Jennifer Bestor
• Ms. Laura Bielamowicz
• Ms. Susanne Bischoff
• Ms. Lisa Bloomberg Borkenhagen
• Mr. Brian Boatright
• Ms. Susan Bock
• Ms. Cappy Bond
• Ms. Dorian Bordenave
• Ms. Sandra Bostrom
• Mr. Fisher Brown Bottrell
• Ms. Melinda Bowers
• Ms. Bob Brandon
• Dr. Kathleen Brennan
• Mrs. Sandra & Mr. Jeff Bright
• Mrs. Holly Brilliant
• Ms. Susan Bro
• Ms. Sandra Brodney
• Ms. Brittany Brooks
• Mrs. Britta Brooks
• Ms. Leigh Buckner
• Mr. Lyle Burgmann
• Ms. Linda Burke
• Ms. Karen Burnett
• Dr. Anneliese Busch*
• Ms. Katherine Butler
• Mr. Juan Cabrera
• Mrs. Janet Calkins
• Mr. Benjamin Capannari
• Mr. Johnel Caraballo
• Mr. Michael Casale
• Ms. Barbara Cason
• Ms. Leslie Cassingham
• Ms. Sarah Cattan
• Ms. Ann Chadwell
• Mrs. Larissa Chalgren
• Ms. Lori Chappell
• Mr. Merced Chavez
• Mr. Mike Chiado*
• Ms. Heejae Cho
• Mrs. Petina Clark
• Ms. Judith Clarke
• Ms. Michelle Close
• Ms. Carol Colburn
• Ms. Shannon L. Cole
• Ms. Jennifer Conger
• Ms. Amanda Corwin
• Mrs. Mary Cosker
• Mr. Vance Cotier
• Ms. Danelle Coulter
• Ms. Molly Cox
• Mr. Brandon Cramer
• Ms. Valerie Croley
• Ms. Ailsa Currier
• Mr. Steve Dalessandro
• Mrs. Rebecca Danford
• Mrs. Pamela Davies
• Mrs. Susan Davis
• Ms. Christa Davis
• Ms. Cindy Del Valle*
• Mrs. Carolyn Della
• Mr. Anthony Derrick*
• Ms. Diane Despard
• Ms. Melissa Dickenson
• Ms. Judi Dickerson
• Ms. Jacquelyn Dieter

• Ms. Sherri D. Dodson
• Ms. Joanne Donker
• Ms. Jaime Doubek-Racine
• Ms. Jeanne S. Downey
• Ms. Marissa Drake-Lee
• Mr. James Drinkwater
• Ms. Paul Duff
• Ms. Judith Dunn
• Mr. Robert Dunn
• Mrs. Lauren Dusold
• Mr. Shawn Duxbury
• Mr. Charles Early
• Mrs. Stephanie Easum
• Mr. Andrew Eberle
• Ms. Anita Eby
• Ms. Rebecca Edelbrock
• Eldarica Charitable Fund  
• Ms. Irene Else
• Ms. Sandra Emmel
• Ms. Sharon Epple
• Ms. Leslie Evans
• Ms. Pamela Evans
• Ms. Ruthann Fabiano
• Ms. Beth Fabinsky
• Mr. Jordan Fannin*
• Ms. Robin Favor
• Ms. Clare Feinson
• Ms. Ellen Ferguson
• Mrs. Erin Feske*
• Mrs. Jonna Fetzner
• Mr. Noel Figueroa
• Ms. Janet Finch*
• Mrs. Judy Fischer
• Mr. Austin Flickstein*
• Mrs. Kristine Flora
• Ms. Margaret Floyd*
• Ms. Lynn Ford
• Ms. Anita Forester
• Ms. Shawn Fournier
• Ms. Karen Freeman
• Ms. Jennifer French
• Mr. Adam French
• Friends of Barefoot Beach Preserve  
• Ms. Paige Fronabarger
• Ms. Gail Fuller
• Mr. Paul Funderburk
• Mr. James Gale
• Ms. Claudia Gamin
• Mrs. Susan Gardner
• Ms. Terry Garza
• Mr. Barry Gentile
• Ms. Gregg Gerst
• Ms. Katie Gibbs
• Mr. Mark Gillono
• Ms. Michele Giuffre-Veiga
• Ms. Nancy Goldberg
• Ms. Carol Goldman
• Ms. Morgan Gonzalez
• Mr. Ron Goral
• Mr. Michael Gottlieb
• Mr. Nicholas Gottuso
• Mrs. Elizabeth Gray
• Ms. Alyssa Grife
• Mr. Thomas Grzywacz
• Ms. Caroline Guhde*
• Mr. Randy Guse
• Ms. Rita Haag
• Ms. Ali Hajimaleki
• Ms. Catherine Halpern
• Ms. Susan Hanafee
• Mr. Josh Harguess
• Ms. Sarah Harley
• Ms. Julia Hassler
• Mr. Timothy Hasty
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Donor List continued

Florida Bonneted Bat ($100-$249)
• Ms. Laura Helton
• Dr. Philip Henneman
• Mrs. Carol Henson
• Ms. Jennifer Herman Goldstein
• Mr. Oscar Hernandez*
• Ms. Marie Holland
• Ms. Jeff Holsclaw
• Mr. Charles Hornstein
• Dr. George A. Housley Jr.
• Ms. Carrie Hoye
• Ms. Darleen Hunt
• Mrs. & Mr. Archie Oliver Jenkins, II Family
• Jeffrey M. Jewett & Catherine F. Jewett  
 Charitable Fund  
• Ms. Jan Johnson
• Mr. Craig Jolly
• Mr. James Jones
• Mrs. Dana Jones
• Ms. Cathy Jones
• Ms. Claudia Jordan
• Dr. Marie Jureit-Beamish
• Ms. Jennifer Kahn
• Mr. Manny Kanter*
• Mr. Richard Karowski
• Mr. David Kazanowski
• Ms. Bromley Kelly
• Mr. Kirk Kennedy
• Ms. Dalanee Kennon
• Ms. Sharon L. Kewley
• Ms. Sheila Kim
• Dr. Erika Klein
• Mr. Kristopher Kleist
• Ms. Kimberly Knobbe
• Mr. Ronald Kovach
• Ms. Sally Krebs
• Ms. Jasmine Kuebler
• Ms. Jennifer Kureen
• Ms. Deborah Kusmierek
• Ms. Laurel Lahnston
• Mr. Manfred Laner
• Ms. Lola Langner
• Ms. Sandra Large
• Mr. Ronald Laurente
• Mr. Martin Leary
• Ms. Heather Lehr
• Ms. Dehart Leslie
• Mr. Jason Levin
• Ms. Kris Lindsay
• Mr. Steven Lindsay*
• Mrs. Diana Lineberry
• Mr. Richard Lipinski
• Ms. Jackie Little
• Mr. Lawrence Lizanich
• Mr. Jose Angel Loret De Mola
• Mr. Robert Lovellette
• Mr. Cliff Lucas
• Mr. Mike Lucente
• Ms. Janet Luke
• Mr. Eddie Lulu
• Mr. Dave Lynch
• Ms. Courtney Lynn
• Mrs. Carol & Mr. Bill Lyons
• Ms. Jan Malvern
• Mr. Stefan Mandigo
• Mr. Aaron Manzel
• Ms. Timothy Markus
• Mr. Railian Martin
• Mr. James Martin
• Mr. Daniel Martini
• Ms. Laurin Massengale
• Mr. Tim Mather
• Dr. Nicole Mayne*
• Mrs. Sheila & Mr. David McAndrew
• Ms. Eva McConnell

• Mr. Matthew McCurry
• Ms. Donna McDonald
• Mrs. Jamie McIntosh
• Ms. Stephanie McLaughlin
• Ms. Rosemary McMahan
• Ms. Ann McMillan*
• Ms. Susan McNally
• Ms. Elizabeth McPherson
• Mr. Patrick Means
• Mrs. Debi & Mr. Mark Meinholdt
• Ms. Krista Melby
• Mrs. Charlotte & Mr. Thomas Melnichok
• Ms. Rita Meng
• Ms. Stephanie Merritt
• Mr. Peter Meyer
• Ms. Linda Milgate*
• Mr. Jim Milner
• Ms. Sarah Minges
• Ms. Roxane Minkus
• Ms. Akiko Mochizuki
• Ms. Tracy Moffatt
• Ms. Mary Monopoli
• Ms. Paula Monroe
• Ms. Rosalinda Montes
• Ms. Melissa Moore
• Ms. Kim Morgan
• Ms. Nancy Morris
• Ms. Kayla Mosley*
• Dr. Mark Moseley
• Mrs. Deb & Mr. George Moser
• Ms. Melanie Mullenax
• Ms. Jessica Muller*
• Dr. Michael Murphy
• Ms. David Muskatel
• Mrs. Ana Muslera
• Ms. Christine Musselman
• Ms. Nancy Myers
• Mr. Efrain Naranjo*
• Ms. Tracy L. Neal
• Mr. Douglas Nelson
• Ms. Jaime Nodzak
• Dr. Kristine Novak
• Ms. Alexandrea O’Connor
• Ms. Sharon Odenthal
• Ms. Diana Ohman
• Ms. Christine Olhats
• Ms. Maureen Olzark
• Ms. Elizabeth Omecinski
• Mrs. Claire Osborne
• Mr. Robert Ostrenga
• Mr. Quent Parker
• Ms. Caroline Parkinson
• Mrs. Sarah Parmental
• Ms. Kay Parsons
• Mr. Ricky Patterson
• Dr. Michael Pavletic*
• Mr. John Paxson
• Mr. Steve Perlman
• Mrs. Rosemary Phillips
• Ms. Linda Pinney*
• Dr. Joseph J. Plaud
• Mr. Morris Pomey
• Mr. Dan Pompei
• Ms. Cathy Potter
• Ms. Robert W. Potts
• Ms. James Powers
• Ms. Catherine Prats
• Ms. Stacey Pruitt
• Ms. Daina Pupons Wickham
• Dr. Jennifer Putnam
• Mr. Michael Rada*
• Mrs. Regina Ramirez
• Mr. Abishek Rao
• Ms. Caylor Rasner
• Ms. Linda Rayle

• Mr. Edward Reardon
• Ms. Colleen Reilly
• Dr. David Revere
• Dr. Barry Richelsoph
• Mr. Brian Rickman
• Mrs. Julie Rios
• Mr. Ryan Rizzo*
• Ms. Nancy Roberts
• Mrs. Laura & Mr. Doug Roberts
• Ms. Cynthia Robins*
• Mr. Ramon Rodriguez
• Mrs. Nancy & Mr. George Rogers
• Ms. Joanne Roy
• Ms. Catherine Rupnow
• Mr. Robin Russell
• Ms. Natalie Russell
• Ms. Laurie E. Russell
• Ms. Liza Ryan
• Ms. Cynthia Salamon
• Ms. Laura Salmon*
• Ms. Claudette Sandecki
• Mrs. Edy Sandoval
• Ms. Terry Schaeffer
• Ms. Steffi Schiffer
• Mr. David Wayne Schneck
• Mr. Geoffrey Schniewind
• Ms. Anne Schoendorf
• Ms. Lara Schreiner
• Ms. David Schwab
• Ms. Cathy Schwartz
• Ms. Regina Shafir
• Ms. Virginia Shaller
• Mr. Mike Shaw
• Ms. Annabelle Sher
• Ms. Yvonne Sherwood
• Ms. Alexandra Sides
• Mr. Joab Silverglade
• Ms. Trish Simas
• Mr. Andrew Singer
• Mr. Clark A. Singleton
• Ms. Eva Sinker
• Mr. Byron Sisson
• Ms. Sara Sloan
• Mr. Jeremy Smith
• Mr. Craig Smith
• Ms. Susan Smith
• Mr. Nathan Smith*
• Mr. Kevin Smith*
• Ms. Janet Snyder
• Mrs. Barbara & Mr. Gordon Snyder
• Mr. Richard Soderlund
• Ms. Roxanna Sotolongo*
• Ms. Martha Spencer
• Mr. Wendy St. Louis
• Ms. Beth Stafford
• Ms. Kimberly Stawarz
• Ms. Cynthia Stein
• Ms. Renee Stephen
• Mrs. Jennifer & Mr. Mark Stewart
• Ms. Lori Stone
• Ms. M. Gail Stotler
• Ms. Rachel Strauss
• Ms. Jan Sturgis
• Mrs. Geri Sullivan
• Ms. Shaina Summerville
• Mr. Andrew Sweeney
• Ms. Margaret Talbott
• Ms. Katharine Tamer*
• Ms. Margaret Tardif
• Ms. Kris Tashjian
• Ms. Samantha Tausch
• Mr. Jerome Tepen
• Mr. John Terborgh
• Ms. Laurel Thiemann
• Mr. Joe Thompson
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• Ms. Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch
• Ms. Robin Tilton
• Ms. Lynne Timmermans
• Mr. Michael Torline
• Mr. Theodore Totman
• Ms. Kathleen Treanor
• Mrs. Shannon Trochesset
• Mrs. Adrianna Truby
• Ms. Muoi Truong
• Ms. Shanon Trygstad
• Ms. Karen Tucci
• Ms. Elizabeth Tull
• Ms. Rita Turner
• Ms. Linda Vanden Heuvel
• Mr. D. John Vergeres
• Mr. Erwin Vettel
• Ms. Cody Vogt
• Ms. Melinda Beth Voigt

• Ms. Naomi Voit
• Ms. Brittany Waddell*
• Mr. Kyle Wallace
• Mr. Jeff Wallace
• Mr. Larry Wallace*
• Ms. Yuanyuan Wang
• Ms. Lynn Watkins
• Ms. Julie Weaver
• Dr. Bruce Weiner
• Ms. Mima Weiser
• Ms. Kate Welton Kuzmich
• Ms. Lillian Whittaker
• Ms. Mary Whittaker
• Dr. Phyllis Wilcox
• Ms. Lisa Wilcox
• Mr. Edward Wild
• Mrs. Karin Wilkinson
• Ms. Ellen C. Williams

• Ms. Jodi Williams*
• Ms. Pam Wilson
• Mr. Holger Woeltje
• Ms. Anne Womack
• Mrs. Ann Woodworth
• Ms. Ashley Wright
• Ms. Carol Wright-Motes
• Ms. David Wurtz
• Mrs. Linda Zanyk
• Mr. Victor Zhou
• Dr. Tanya Zielinski
• Ms. Susanne Zook*
• Mr. Edward Zuraw

 *Conservation Champion  
  (recurring donor)

FLORIDA BONNETED BAT
The Florida bonneted bat, Eumops floridanus, is the largest insectivorous  
(insect-eating) bat in Florida. It’s the United States’ rarest bat—fewer than  
1,000 are believed to remain—and is known to live only in southern Florida.

Florida bonneted bats can reach a body length of six and a half inches with 
a wingspan of up to 20 inches. Their hair color varies from black to brown 
to grayish or cinnamon brown, and their large, rounded ears give them the 
appearance of wearing a bonnet, hence the name. And another very cool thing: 
the Florida bonneted bat is the only bat in North America that uses an echo-
location frequency people can hear when the bats are hunting for moths and 
other flying insects over the rooftops of Miami and the pine flatwoods of  
southern Florida.

While significant strides have been made to learn more about the ecology of the 
Florida bonneted bat, more studies are still needed to better understand their 
home range size, abundance, and movements between populations. Miami’s few 
remaining pine rocklands appear to attract them, and they’ve been found to roost 
in woodpecker-created tree cavities, Spanish tile roofs, and bat houses designed 
for their larger size. The largest known population is at FWC’s Babcock/Webb 
Wildlife Management Area near Punta Gorda.

Florida Bonneted Bat

As is true for most species of bats, the greatest threats to Florida bonneted bats 
are loss of habitat, including the destruction of natural roosts via development and 
sealing up building cavities where bonneted bats live. Hurricanes can eliminate 
local roosting populations and are a serious threat to the species as a whole 
because one hurricane can impact the bat’s entire range. Pesticides may also 
threaten the bonneted bat by diminishing the population of insects it eats to survive.

The lack of scientific information about what this species needs to survive is also 
a serious concern, as biologists lack a basic understanding of its life history and 
habitat requirements to inform management decisions. We are helping fund efforts 
by Bat Conservation International, FWC, the Service, and the University of Florida 
to locate and study Florida bonneted bat colonies and determine how we can 
ensure their continued survival.

Bats have been given a bad rap by horror movies and popular culture, but  
bats really want to avoid humans and not harm us. Bats benefit humans and nature 
in many ways. Bats around the world eat trillions of insects every night; scientists 
estimate bats save U.S. farmers alone at least $3 billion/year in reduced crop 
damage and lower pesticide use. Other species of bats are important pollinators 
of cacti and agave plants (from which mescal and tequila are made), while tropical 
fruit-eating bats spread seeds across many miles in a single night, making them 
important to the regeneration and diversity of the world’s rainforests. 

Species Spotlight  
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LAKE|FLATO CHOSEN TO 
DESIGN NEXT GENERATION 
OF YOUTH CAMPS
Ten years ago, FWC formed the Florida Youth Conservation Centers Network, 
a partnership between FWC and many of the state’s private summer and year-
round camps. The network now includes 400 partners providing 
some 284,000 children and teens with transformative 
outdoor experiences throughout the year. In addition to providing 
partners with training, STEM-based nature study curricula, and other resources, 
FWC maintains six youth-oriented properties of its own. The Everglades Youth 
Conservation Camp in Palm Beach County and the Ocala Conservation Center 
and Youth Camp in the Ocala National Forest offer week-long overnight camps. 
The other four, Chinsegut Conservation Center in Brooksville, Suncoast Youth 
Conservation Center in Apollo Beach, Tenoroc Youth Conservation Center in 
Lakeland, and Joe Budd Youth Conservation Camp near Tallahassee, offer day 
programs. Each camp specializes in one or more aspects of nature study and 
outdoor recreation based on the ecosystem in which it’s located.

Our Foundation is Florida’s largest private funder of youth outdoor education, and 
we’ve supported FYCCN since its inception. Now plans are afoot to turn Tenoroc 
and Joe Budd into full-fledged overnight camps, while making improvements 
and expanding capacity at several others. With the help of New York and 
Palm Beach-based Zubatkin Owner Representation, a family-owned company 
specializing in the development and management of capital construction projects 
for not-for-profit organizations, we held an architectural design competition 
among three selected firms.

The winner is the architectural firm of Lake|Flato of San Antonio, Texas. Since its 
founding in 1984, Lake|Flato has developed a national reputation for designing 
buildings that respond to the culture and climate of each unique place. Among 
the award-winning firm’s past Florida projects is the Naples Botanical Garden 
entrance and visitor center complex. For the design competition, they partnered 
with StudioOutside, a Dallas-based landscape architectural firm with experience 
in planning camps in Florida.
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RIVER CAMPS AT CROOKED CREEK PANAMA CITY, FL

This 1,500 acre woodland preserve is the site of a development that restores the native landscape and develops 
an ecologically sensitive residential community which actively embraces the environment. 

The RiverHouse, various model cabins, and the Southern Living Idea House are simple structures that facilitate 
cross-ventilation, provide balanced daylighting and rest lightly upon the land. Screened porches, balconies, broad 
overhangs and elevated first floors all respond to the climate and are used consistently to define the cabins and 
structures.
Featuring a screened entry pavilion with scenic views of Crooked Creek, the RiverHouse includes such amenities as 
an outfitters center with kayaks and canoes, along with a modern fitness center, dining area with a demonstration 
kitchen overlooking West Bay, and a swimming hole with bath houses and outdoor cooking area.

SERVICES Master Planning, Programming, Architect of 
Record 
SIZE 1,500 acres; 21,929 sq. ft. (6,581 conditioned sq. ft.; 
15,347 unconditioned)
COMPLETED  2007

REFERENCE James Bowen, Design Director 
850.231.7111 | james.bowen@joe.com

EL COSMICO MASTER PLAN MARFA, TX

El Cosmico is a unique concept hotel master planned and  designed  to create a one-of-a-kind communal 
outpost in the West Texas desert.

Guest rooms are vintage Airstream trailers, yurts and teepees. Open-air communal spaces include an amphitheatre 
and shed pavilions. El Cosmico is part campground, part creative lab, greenhouse and music venue, “a community 
space that fosters and agitates artistic and intellectual exchange.”

SERVICES Master Planning, Programming, Architect of 
Record 
SIZE 18 acres 

COMPLETED  2014
REFERENCE Liz Lambert, Founder Bunkhouse Group 
512.852.2300 | liz@bunkhousegroup.com
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RELEVANT PROJECTS

There was such a strong idea 
behind it and the execution of 
that idea was just incredibly, 

incredibly well done... this 
integration between indoor 
and outdoor, the landscape 
and the building – in a way 
considered this as a non-
building, in that there was 
almost this discussion – or 

question really – about 
whether it was a landscape 
inserted into a building or 
whether the building was 

inserted into the landscape.

“

“

JURY COMMENT AIA SAN ANTONIO DESIGN AWARDS
NAPLES BOTANICAL GARDEN VISITOR CENTEROne of Lake|Flato’s Florida past projects: the Naples 

Botanical Garden entrance and visitor center complex.

Lake Flato previous project: River Camps  
at Crooked Creek in Panama City, FL. 
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“We were impressed with Lake|Flato’s understanding of 
the interplay between buildings and the terrain and habitats 
in which they exist, and the educational opportunities 
provided by their innovative buildings themselves,” said 
Foundation Board Chair Carlos Alfonso. “The firm also 
understands the challenge of building when construction 
costs in Florida are at an all-time high. We believe 
Lake|Flato’s deep experience and creativity are our best 
bet for designing and building effective, affordable camp 
buildings.”

Designing the overnight Tenoroc Center and making improvements to the 
Everglades Youth Conservation Camp will be Lake|Flato’s first priorities, 
Foundation President & CEO Andrew Walker added. He expressed gratitude 
for Zubatkin Owner Representation’s managing the design competition on a 
largely pro bono basis. “Jason Zubatkin and his team have already saved us 
considerable sums of money through their firm’s generosity and by helping us 
think creatively about how buildings can serve many purposes.” 25 prizes = 25 chances to win, including a Contender 22 

Sport fishing boat, Lifetime Gold Sportsman’s licenses,  
and Gator Trout Inshore rods and reels.

Proceeds from the raffle will contribute to important 
conservation projects benefiting species like coral and 
sport fish, as well as enhancing access to wild Florida. 

THE GREAT FLORIDA OUTDOORS RAFFLE IS UNDERWAY!

MAKING AMBERJACK 
HISTORY
Thanks to a recent $15,000 grant from our Foundation 
via our Discover Florida’s Oceans specialty license plate, 
Pompano Beach-based nonprofit Gray FishTag Research 
launched the first-ever study of amberjack migration via 
satellite tags at the end of May.

Gray FishTag Research, which promotes the worldwide conservation of marlins 
and other large billfish, conducts its work by creating lasting relationships 
with Florida charter captains, supplying them with free tags. In fact, our grant 
purchased 3,000 such tags. But they’re not just reeling in fish and slapping on 
tags. When the captains engage their boats full of anglers from around the world 
in the tagging work, they are also raising awareness about marine conservation. 
And they’re breaking records for numbers of tags placed, fish recaptured, and 
types of species tracked, including swordfish and striped marlin. 

Their amberjack study is the first to use satellite tracking to study the migration 
and other behaviors of this prized sportfish. Amberjack are fast-moving predators 
that feed on smaller fish and crustaceans. Although an important sport and food 
fish, little is known about their movements. Gray FishTag Research used our 
grant to tag amberjack in cooperation with a number of Florida fishing charter 
boat captains, who catch and release the fish. Satellites will track some; others 
will be recaught by fisherman, who will report their location back to Gray FishTag 
Research prior to re-release. 

Amberjack tagging Amberjack

A trip in late May with several Foundation staff in the Keys led to the tagging 
of a perfect 50-inch candidate. The satellite tag is programmed for four 
months and will be collecting data by three sensors: light (geo-location), water 
temperature, and depth during the tag’s duration. Once the tag releases, it will 
begin transmitting the collected data to the Argos satellite overhead. By filling 
in key gaps in our scientific knowledge, this research will 
lead to an improved picture of the amberjack’s migration 
throughout the Caribbean and Atlantic, providing important 
information to manage their population sustainably. 
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